
Alternative Electoral Voting System 
Eday, Flotta, North Ronaldsay and Papa Westray 
Following consultation with Community Councils Orkney Islands Council has agreed 
to implement an alternative method for the election of Community Councils in areas 
with less than 150 individuals on the electoral register for that area. 

Voters are asked to enter up to seven names of individuals they wish to have elected 
onto their local Community Council. 

The returned ballot papers are opened in the Council Offices, under the supervision 
of the Returning Officer. The total number of votes cast for each individual will be 
counted and the seven individuals with the highest number of votes will each be 
invited to serve as a member of the Community Council for the appropriate term of 
office. 

The counting of votes will take place in the Council Offices, Kirkwall at a time and 
date to be determined by the Chief Executive. 

In the event of there being an equality of votes among the number of candidates at 
any stage of the proceedings, in accordance with the usual practice, the choice of 
the person to be invited to serve will be drawn by lot in the presence of the Returning 
Officer. 

It is important to note that, as no member of these communities has been officially 
asked, or agreed, to serve on these Community Councils, it may well be the case 
that one or more of those who obtain the highest number of votes may decline. 

If any individuals should decline an invitation to become a member of these 
Community Councils, those with the next highest number of votes cast in their favour 
will be invited to serve on the Community Council and this procedure will continue 
until the requisite number of Community Councillors is reached. 

To avoid any potential embarrassment, the number of votes cast for any individual 
will only be disclosed if they agree to serve on the relevant Community Council and 
after the requisite number of Community Councillors has been reached. 

Confirmation that any individual will become a Community Council member will only 
be given when his/her agreement has been received by Orkney Islands Council in 
writing. 

A list of those who have agreed to serve on the above Community Council will be 
published as soon as possible, but there may be some delay if any of the individuals 
who receive the highest number of votes should be unreachable or decide to decline 
an invitation to serve on the relevant Community Council. 
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